s as & 


PICAYUNE, NEW ORLEANS, LA., FRIDAY MORNING, SE 


Gurvich Couldn’t Consult 
Lawyer, Alcock Testifies 


Motion Asking Dismissal 
of Charges Heard 


An assistant district attor- 
ney testified in Criminal District 
Court Thursday that William J. 
Gurvich was not allowed to con- 
• suit his attorney while being 
questioned before a grand jury 
during DA Jim Garrison’s Ken- 
nedy assassination probe two 
years ago. 

Gurvich, who was charged 
by Garrison in March, 1968, 
with theft of “property valued 
at $19” from the DA’s office, 
claims that he appeared before 
the grand jury in 1967 while, 
unknowingly, he was suspected 
of the theft. The property is 
thought to be a copy of the 
master file of the assassination 
investigation. 

Gurvich, who resigned as 
Garrison’s chief investigator in 
the Kennedy probe shortly be- 
fore his grand jury appearance, 
contendsthat his constitutional 
rights were violated because he 
was not allowed to confer with 
his lawyer while testifying. 

Assistant DA James L. Al- 
cock, testifying Thursday during 
a hearing on motions by Gurv- 
ich’s attorneys that the theft 
charge be dismissed, said that 
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Grand Jury foreman at the 
time, told Gurvich several times 
on June 28, 1967, that he could 
not leave the jury room to con- 
fer with his lawyer. 

Alcock’s testimony was 
heard by Criminal District 
Court Judge Frank J. Shea. 

Alcock said Richard V. 
Buraes, an assistant DA at the 
time of the grand jury questin- 
ing, did not advise Gurvich of 
his right to consult with his at- 
torney before answering any 
questions. 

Prior to the Instances in 


which Gurvich was prevented 
from leaving the courtroom, Al- 
cock testified, Gurvich was per- 
mitted to leave the grand jury 
room at least twice to talk with 
his lawyer, Edward M. Bald- 
win. 

Alcock told the court that* 
Bumes told Gurvich there were 
“certain things” he could not 
discuss with his lawyer. 

TWO APPEARANCES 

Baldwin said at one point 
during the hearing, he knocked 
on the door of the jury room 
and asked to see Gurvich. 

Gurvich testified that he nev- 


er received the message from 
his attorney. He also said he 
was confused as to what he 
could legally discuss with his 
lawyers after receiving grand 
jury instructions. 

Gurvich appeared before the 
grand jury twice— on June 28 
and on July 12, 1967. He said 
he got an impression he was 
there “more as a suspect than 
as a citizen who wanted to be 
heard.” 

Gurvich claimed he was de- 
nied permission to leave the 
jury room “six to 10 times.” 

Gurvich’s legal counsel at 
Thursday’s proceedings, Milton 
Brener, asked that he be al- 
lowed access to the grand jury 
records in that the prosecution 
used the records in questioning 
witnesses. 

Judge Shea ordered him to 
file a memorandum on the re- 
quest by Sept. 15. 






